
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE LEG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 303Apri l 9 , 2 0 0 3

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Smith, I just wanted to ask you one
question related to the statistics you just gave because I was
k ind o f i nt e r e s t e d i n t r y i ng t o f i gu r e t h a t n u mber m y s e l f. I
t hink wh a t you sa i d w a s h e l p fu l . That wo u l d br i n g u s d own t o
something like 18,000 people, total, that would...that might
want to take the test. Would that be more or less accurate from
the figures you gave me'P

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Smith.

SENATOR SMITH: I wou l d s a y a t t he v e r y l eas t . I n f ac t , I mi ght
have not u se d t h e r i g h t n u mbers t h e r e . I wou l d su g g e s t . . .w hen I
said 20 to 40 percent, that's actually those who would probably
still wear helmets. But that's not to say they don't want to
take the course. And there are some extreme assumptions that
have been made in the debate, and that is that everyone would go
without a h e l m et . And t hat ' s n ot t he r eal i t y . I mean a l ot o f
people take the course are convinced that they need to wear a
helmet all the time. So there's a practical side of things says
that, you know, we need to slow down this onslaught of people
taking the course, even if they don't need it. And so that' s
why I proposed the amendment that would be aiming toward new
licensees taking the course before they could go without a
helmet .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Okay, so we have the category then, deducting
from that total, who would wear the helmet anyway and not take
the course, I doubt if there'd be very many that would take the
course f o r t he f un o f i t , pe r son a l l y , but ma y be t . i e re a r e a f ew
of t h o se , t oo .

SENATOR SNITH: We l l ,

SENATOR BEUTLER: Bu t if they are that crazy, they probably
shouldn't be on a motorcycle. (Laugh)

SENATOR SMITH: The fact is, there are 5,000 people in the state
who have taken it, and really the only government benefit, so to
speak.

SENATOR BEUTLER: No, I was just kidding. Let me ask you about
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